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It's been 41 years since | arrived in Japan. The year
was 1980, and | had just graduated from the University
of Hawaii where | had made friends with some
Japanese students who were studying English on
campus there. | still have the placemat and notes from
my very first ‘Japanese lesson’ in the school cafeteria.
| did a short homestay with a family in Wakayama after
landing here in Japan, and spent a couple of years in
an apartment in Neyagawa following that.

| DATHEL. BIELELE

In 1982 | transferred to the Kyoto Shijo branch of the
language school | was working for and stayed in the
city for nearly 10 years. During that time, | got married
and had two children. | think we visited every temple in
the city while | was there. Nintendo was just
transitioning from playing cards to making video game
software and equipment. It's share price was 800 yen.
The economy was growing strongly, and when the
bubble popped in 1992, | made a move to Minoh to an

apartment closer to the school my kids were attending.
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Like many parents in international marriages, |
struggled to provide my children with an environment
that would enable them to become bilingual. | think |
can safely say that was achieved. My advice to parents
would be - find a way to balance your children’s time in
the languages you are targeting. There are various
ways to achieve that.
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I've been teaching at SIFA for about 20 years now. For
the most part, | have been teaching younger children. |
do my best to get them to produce English in the
lessons, and have them reinforce what they learn in the
classroom through reading and writing activities at
home. I ve enjoyed working at SIFA, and hope to
continue doing so.

I CNHSDELH -

As for my interests and pursuits, | am still making
efforts to further improve my Japanese after all these
years. Mastering a language is a never-ending project.
I'm also quite interested in architecture, and enjoy
browsing through photos of impressively-designed
structures and visiting actual sites when possible.
Places like Frank Lloyd Wright's ‘Fallingwater’ and
Antoni Gaudi's Sagrada Familia Cathedral in
Barcelona are on my bucket list.
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“Mastering a language is a never-ending project.
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